
C AN E  T O AD S  

O n  4  J u n e  2 0 0 8 ,  K i m be r l e y  T o ad  B u s t e r  ( KT B )  c a m p a i gn e r  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  S a nd y  

B o u l t e r  e n th r a l l e d  h e r  f e l l o w  K i m be r l e y  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  a  

f a s t - p a c e d  d e l i v e r y  o f  t o a d b u s t i ng  t a l e s .  A  r e t i r e d  s o l i c i t o r  wh o  sp e c i a l i s e d  i n  

e n v i r o n me n t a l  l a w ,  S a nd y  u n d e r p i nn e d  h e r  t a l e s  w i t h  a  P o we r P o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

p a c k e d  f u l l  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  p h o t o s .  S h e  a l so  p u t  t wo  d e a d  s p e c i me ns  o n  d i sp l a y ,  

a n d  p r o v i d ed  a t t r a c t i v e  KT B  bo o k ma r k s  w i t h  i ma g e s  o f  c a ne  t o a d s ,  t h e i r  e g gs  a nd  

t a d p o l e s ,  na t i v e  f r o g s ,  a n d  t h e  KT B  m o t t o  “ I f  e v e r yo n e  w a s  a  t o a d b us t e r  t h e  t o a d s  

wo u l d  b e  b u s t e d ” .  

T h e  f e r a l  t oa d  wa s  i m po r t e d  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  s u g a r  c a n e  g r o we r s  m o r e  

t h a n  7 3  ye a r s  a g o .  C a ne  t o a d s ,  i n  a l l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  c yc l e ,  a r e  po i s o no u s  t o  

n e a r l y  a l l  A u s t r a l i an  b i rd s ,  f i s h  a n d  a n i m a l s  b y  a  c a r d i o  t o x i n  s e c r e t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  

s k i n .  T h e i r  v i c t i m s  i n c l u de  f r e sh wa t e r  c r o c o d i l e s ,  f r e s h wa t e r  t u r t l e s ,  wa t e r  

m o n i t o r s ,  b i r d l i f e  a n d  o th e r  a n i m a l s  a n d  r e p t i l e s ,  s o m e  o f  wh i c h  a r e  th e  t r a d i t i o na l  

f o o d s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  i n d i g e n o u s  pe op l e .  D e a t h  s o m e t i m e s  c o m e s  t o o  s w i f t l y  f o r  a  

c r o c o d i l e  v i c t i m  t o  l ea v e  t h e  w a t e r .  O n e  KT B  ph o t o  s h o ws  t h r e e  v i r t u a l l y  

u n b l e m i s he d  t o a d s  i n  t he  s t o m a c h  o f  a  f r e s h wa t e r  c r o c o d i l e ,  s t a r k  e v i de n c e  o f  t he  

p o we r  o f  t h e  c a r d i o  t o x i n .  

S u c h  p h o t os  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  wo r k  t h e  KT Bs  d o  o n  t o a d b u s ts .  A s  we l l  a s  

m e a s u r i ng  a n d  we i g h i n g  t h e  c a p t u r e d  t o a d s ,  s o m e  v o l u n t ee r s  u n d e r t a k e  a u t o p s i es  

o n  w i l d l i f e  f o u n d  d e ad  i n  o r  n ea r  t o a d - i n fe s t e d  wa t e r s .  A s  p a r t  o f  l e a r n i ng  

e v e r y th i n g  p o s s i b l e  a bo u t  t o a d s  be f o r e  t h e y  g e t  t o  t h e  K i m b e r l e y ,  t h e  KT B s  a l s o  

n o t e  a n d  ph o t o g r a p h  a n y  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  s e en  o n  t h e  t o a d s .  T h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

p a s s e d  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  sc i e n t i s t s  a nd  r e s e a r c he rs  i n  ca s e  i t  p o i n t s  t o  t r e n d s  o r  

p e r h a p s  p r ov e s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  KT B  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

o f  J o r d y  G r o f f e n ,  a  D u t c h  s t u d e n t  wh o  i s  i n ve s t i g a t i ng  t h e  i m p ac t  o f  L u n g wo r m  

R h a hb i a s  c f  h y l a e  i n  c an e  t o a d s  a t  t h e  we s t e r n  f r o n t .  

T h e  a s t o u nd i n g  s c a l e  o f  t h e  K T Bs ’  wo r k  b e c a m e  c l e a r  a s  S a n d y  t o l d  h o w t h i s  

a m a z i ng  c am p a i g n  –  co v e r i n g  o ve r  2 4 0 , 0 0 0  s q  k m s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  –  

s t a r t e d  t h r o u g h  K u n u nu r r a - b a s e d  Le e  Sc o t t - V i r t u e  r e a c t i ng  t o  t h e  h o r r i f i c  s i g h t  o f  

t o a d s  m a k i n g  u n i n h i b i t e d  p r o g r e s s  f r o m  Q u e e n s l a nd  a c r os s  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  t o  h e r  

b e l o ve d  K i m b e r l e y .  L e e  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a m  a t  K i m b e r l e y  S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  R e s e a r ch  

a n d  i s  we l l - k n o wn  f o r  h e r  e n v i r o n me n t a l  wo r k  i n  t h e  E a s t  K i m b e r l e y .   

T h e  KT B  s t o r y  i s  a b o u t  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  p h ys i c a l  e f f o r t s  m a d e  t o  s t e m  t h e  

p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  t o a d s .  L e e ,  h e r  p a r t n e r  D e a n  G o o d g a m e ,  a n d  o t h e r s  d o n a t e d  a nd  

r a i s e d  t h e  fu n d s  t h a t  en a b l ed  K i mb e r l e y  S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  R e s e a r c h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t he  

KT Bs  a n d  t o a d b u s t  f o r  o v e r  a  ye a r  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t .  E v e r y  we e k e n d  



s i n c e  S e p t emb e r  2 0 0 5  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t o a d b us t i n g  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  

t h a t  i n v o l v es  u n d e r t a k i ng  r o u n d  t r i ps  f r o m  h o m e o f  u p  t o  9 00  k m .  T he i r  c o m m i t m e n t  

a n d  e n t hu s i a s m  i s  s u ch  t h a t  i t  has  r e s u l t ed  i n  m o r e  t h an  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

K u n u nu r r a  po p u l a t i o n  t ak i n g  t u r n s  to  t o a d b u s t ,  w i t h  t e a m s  o f  1 0  t o  9 0  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  e ve r y  we e k e n d .  

KT B  i s  t h e  o n l y  f u l l y  v o l u n t e e r  g r ou p  c u r re n t l y  f i g h t i n g  t h e  t o a d ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  

g r o u p  t h a t  i s  a t  t h e  f r on t  e v e r y  we e k .  T h e i r  demo n s t r a t i o n  o f  wh a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  ha s  

e n c o u r a ge d  n u m e r o u s  l o c a l s  a nd  o u t s i d e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  G r o u p s  o f  V i e t n a m  

V e t e r a n s  a re  o n l y  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  wh o  t r a v e l  t o  th e  r e g i o n  a t  t h e i r  o wn  e xp e n s e  t o  g o  

t o a d b u s t i ng .  E v e n  p a ss in g  t o u r i s t s  a r e  p r o v i d ed  w i t h  KT B  t o a d b u s t i ng  k i t s  t h a t  w i l l  

e n a b l e  t h e m t o  i d e n t i f y ,  c a p tu r e ,  a nd  h u m a n e l y  d i s p os e  o f  an y  t o a d s  t h e y  s e e  wh i l e  

t r a v e l l i n g  ea s t  o f  t h e  K i m b e r l e y .   

A  r a n g e  o f  f e a t u r e s  h e l ps  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  c a n e  t o ad s  f r o m  o u r  n a t i v e  f r o g s .  

T h e  a du l t  c a n e  t o ad :  

• Has a dry warty skin (males’ skin feels rough if you run a 
finger down their spine, females’ skin feel smooth down 
the spine). 

• Is generally larger than our native frogs and the average-
sized adult is 10-15 cm long. 

• Is coloured grey, yellowish, olive-brown or reddish-
brown, and their bellies are pale often with dark mottling.

• Does NOT have discs or suckers on the end of its 
fingers. 

• Does NOT have webbing between its front feet (but 
there may be leathery webbing between toes of its hind 
feet). 

• Has a clearly visible ear drum. 
• Has an obvious round smooth but bulging gland on its 

shoulder area behind the eardrum, which may exude (or 
more rarely squirt) white thick opaque poison if the gland 
is squeezed or the toad is stressed. 

• Has eyes with a bony ridge (brows) that start at nose tip 
and meet above the nose. 

• Has a sitting up on its haunches posture. 
• Has a male mating call that is a long loud purring trill, 

and the males have dark lumps (which are nuptial pads) 
on their two first fingers in the breeding season (to help 
grip on the female during Amplexing). 

• And, a female toad can lay up to 35,000 eggs, twice a 
year. 

 

Cane toad tadpoles: 

• Have a shiny black top and have plain dark belly with 
short thin tail. 

 

 

Green Frog 

  



Cane toad eggs: 

• Are found in long strings of gelatinous transparent jelly 
enclosing double rows of black eggs, which hang in 
ropey strands that are easily picked up within two days 
of deposition. 

  

Cane toad Buffo marinus 

  

Burrowing Frog 

All images courtesy of the
Kimberley Toad Busters. 

A l l  t o l d ,  KTB s  h a v e  r e mo v e d  m o r e  t h a n  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  m a t u r e  a d u l t  t o a d s  f r o m  t h e  a l r e ad y  

t h r e a t e n e d  e c o s ys t e m s  a d j a ce n t  t o  t h e  K i m be r l e y .  T h e  l a r g e s t  t o ad  t h e y  f o u n d  

we i g h e d  1 . 7 k g .  A d d  t o  t h a t  t h e i r  t a k e  o f  m i l l i on s  o f  t a d p o l e s  a n d  m e t a m o r p h s ,  a nd  

yo u  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 k g  o f  t o a d  b i o m a ss .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  v i s u a l i se  t h e  

s i z e  ( o r  s me l l )  o f  s u c h  a  h a u l  b u t  p h o t o s  o f  m a t u r e  t o a d s  s t a c k e d  i n  a  p l a s t i c  

r u b b i s h  b i n ,  a n d  i n  l a r ge  b a g s  h u ng  f r o m  a  v e h i c l e  b u l l  ba r ,  g a v e  s om e  s e n s e  o f  

h o w q u i c k l y  t h e  c a t c h  m o u n t s .  O n e  o f  S a n d y ’ s  a c c o u n t s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  KT B s  t a k i ng  

4 0 , 0 0 0  t o a ds  o u t  o f  a  s i n g l e  l a g o on  o v e r  e i g h t  we e k e n d s .  S h e  sp o k e  g r a p h i ca l l y  o f  

t h e  wa t e r  p o l l u t i o n  c a us e d  b y  s u c h  n u m b e r s ,  an d  o f  t h e i r  i n c r e d i b l y  n e g a t i v e  i m p ac t  

o n  t h e  l o c a t i o n .   

A l l  o f  t h i s  wo r k  i n e v i t ab l y  t a k e s  a n  e n o r m o us  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e .  T h e  KT B s ’  t a l l y  o f  

v o l u n t e e r  ho u r s  s o  f a r  i s  m o r e  t ha n  9 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  t wo  a n d  a  h a l f  ye a r s .  T h a t  t a l l y  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  o r g a n i s i n g  t r i p s ,  c a m p a i g n i n g ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a dv i c e ,  a s  we l l  

a s  t h e  a c t ua l  wo r k  o f  t o a d b u s t i ng .  M u c h  o f  t h e  wo r k  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  e a s t  o f  t h e  

D u n ca n  H i gh wa y  i n  r u g g e d  c o u n t r y ,  wh e r e  t h e  KT B s  ha v e  m a p p e d  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  



wa t e r s  t h a t  s u r v i v e  t he  D r y .  T o ad s  n e e d  t o  b e  h yd r a t e d ,  u n l i ke  s o m e  n a t i v e  f r o g s  

t h a t  b u r y  t h e m s e l ve s  du r i n g  d r y  p e r i o d s ,  a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t  wa t e r  h o l e s  e n a b l e  t h e  

t o a d s  t o  s ta y  a l i v e  o n  t h e i r  m a r ch  t o wa r d s  t h e  K i m b e r l ey .  W h e n  t h e  wa t e r  f a i l s ,  

s o m e  k e e p  g o i n g  b y  h y d r a t i n g  t h ems e l v e s  i n  c o w p a t s !  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  c a n e  t o ad s  

t h a t  h i t c h h i k e .  S o m e  ha v e  b e e n  fo u n d  a s  f a r  f r o m  “ h o m e ”  a s  P e r t h ,  i n  b a n a n a  

b o xe s .  T h e  r i s k  t h e r e f o r e  e x i s t s  t h a t  t o a d s  w i l l  m a k e  i t  i n t o  t h e  K i m b e r l e y  a n d  a s  

f a r  s o u t h  a s  P e r t h  i n  t h e  v e h i c l e s  o r  c a m p i n g  ge a r  o f  u n s u s p e c t i n g  t r a ve l l e r s .   

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  c a s e  o f  a s k i n g  wh e n ,  n o t  i f ,  t h e  t o a d s  w i l l  r e a c h  t h e  

K i m b e r l e y .  Ye t ,  t h a n k s  t o  r e m a r k a b l e  c a mp a i gn  wa g e d  b y  t h e  KT B s ,  a n d  t h e  wo r k  

d o n e  b y  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  a nd  p a i d  p r o fes s i o na l s  wh o  a r e  t a c k l i n g  t h i s  i ss ue ,  

t h e  t o a d s  w i l l  t r i c k l e  i n  ra t h e r  t h a n  a r r i v e  i n  a  s u r g i n g  i nv a s i o n .  W h e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  

t h e  K u n u nu r r a  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  b e  r e a d y .  T h e  l o c a l s  a r e ,  t o  q u o t e  S an d y ,  “ e xp e r t ,  

e d u c a t e d  a nd  p r e p a r e d ” .   

T h e  c h an g e  t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  K un u n u r r a  c om m u n i t y  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

i n t r i g u i n g  so c i a l  d i v i den d  y i e l d e d  b y  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c a n e  t o a ds .  I n d i g e n o us  

a n d  n o n - i n d i g e n ou s  m en ,  wo m e n ,  t e e n a g e r s  an d  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t o wn s  a n d  r e m o t e  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  f r o m  T A FE  a n d  l o c a l  p r i so n  c a m p s ,  wo r k  t o g e t h e r  a s  K T B  

v o l u n t e e r s .  U n i t i n g  ag a i n s t  a  c o m mo n  e n e m y h a s  b r o k e n  do wn  s o m e  o f  t h e  b a r r i e rs  

t h a t  o n c e  k ep t  m a n y  l o c a l s  f r o m  m i x i n g  w i t h ,  o r  e v e n  t a l k i n g  t o ,  p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  

o wn  g r o u p .  W i t h  t o u r i s t s  ( d o m e s t i c  a n d  o v e rs ea s ) ,  t r a v e l l e r s  a n d  t h e  V i e t n a m v e ts  

a d d e d  t o  t h a t  m i x ,  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p l e  a re  l e a r n i ng  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e  n o t  j u s t  i n  t h e  en v i r o n m en t  b u t  a l s o  i n  th e i r  o wn  l i v e s .   

T o a d bu s t i n g  i s  co s t i n g  t h e  KT B s  ov e r  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  a  m o n t h  i n  r e c u r r e n t  f i e l d  c o s t s .  

T h e y  h a v e  re c e i ve d  i n su f f i c i e n t  go ve r n m e n t  f u nd i n g  f o r  t h es e  c o s t s ,  and  n o  f u n d i n g  

f o r  p a i d  co o r d i n a t o r s  o r  e m p l oye e s .  T he  c a m p a i g n  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d s  p a i d  

e m p l o ye e s  t o  h e l p  ad m i n i s t e r  i t ,  u nd e r t a k e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  ve h i c l e  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  

t a k e  KT B  ca n e  t o a d  ed u c a t i o n  i n to  r e m o t e  co m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  u na wa r e  o f  t h e  

t h r e a t s  p o se d  b y  t h e  r a p i d l y  a p p r o a c h i n g  t o ad s .  A n  a p p l i c a t i on  m a de  t o  t h e  WA  

S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  l a s t  ye a r  f o r  t h e s e  p o s i t i on s  r e m a i n s  u na n s we r e d .  D o n a t i o n s  t o  

t h e  KT B s  a r e  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e ,  an d  sh o u l d  b e  ma d e  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t he i r  we b s i t e  t o  

e n s u r e  d o na t i o n s  g o  to  o n  g r o u nd  t o a d b u s t i n g .  S a n d y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  a n y  

P e r t h  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o mmu n i t y  g r o u p s  a b o u t  t oa d b u s t i ng  on  0 4 2 7  5 0 8  5 8 2 .  Yo u ,  yo u r  

f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s  c a n  a l s o  j o i n  t h e  KT Bs  f o r  a  t o a d b u s t  a nd  s e e  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e ,  

r e m o t e  l a nd s c a p e  u p  c l o s e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i me ,  yo u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  KT B  we b s i t e  

( w w w . c a n e t o a d s . c o m . a u )  t o  k e e p  u p  t o  d a te  w i t h  t h e  c a m p a i g n —b y r e a d i n g  t h e  

b u l l e t i n s  a nd  n e ws l e t t e r s  p o s t e d  t he r e — a s  we l l  a s  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b ou t  c a n e  t o ad s  

a n d  n a t i v e  f r o g s .  

C a t h i e  C l e me n t ,  w i t h  i n p u t  f r o m  S a n d y  B o u l t e r  a n d  K TB  


