
L IV ER IN GA S T AT ION  

A t  a  r e g i o na l  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  D e rb y  o n  2 4  J u n e  1 9 9 8 ,  J im  A n d e r s on  s p o k e  a bou t  

L i v e r i n g a  s t a t i o n  a nd  o u t l i n e d  i t s  ag r i c u l t u r a l  a nd  p a s t o r a l  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  t o d a y ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  i r r i g a t i o n  e n te r p r i s e s  a l on g  t h e  F i t z r o y  R i v e r .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

t h e  t a l k ,  J i m  a n d  h i s  w i f e  N o r m a  we r e  d u e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  K i m b e r l e y  a f t e r  wo r k i n g  f o r  

a b o u t  1 2  ye a r s  a s  c a r e t a k e r s  o f  t h e  L i v e r i n g a  H o m e s t e a d .  J i m ' s  v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i es  

p r i o r  t o  g o i ng  t o  L i v e r i ng a  i n c l u d e  ac t i v e  N av y  s e r v i c e  i n  W or l d  W a r  I I ,  t we n t y  ye a r s  

w i t h  t h e  C us t o m s  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  H e  d e s c r i b e s  o n e  o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a t  L i v e r i n ga  a s  

s u c c e e d i n g  i n  ha v i n g  t he  h o m e s t ead  a n d  wo o l sh e d  l i s t e d  on  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t e r  o f  

H e r i t age  P l aces .  

J i m ' s  t a l k  ce n t r e d  o n  a  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  C a mb a l l i n  a re a  b y  h i s  n e p he w M a r k  a n d  

b r o t h e r  G l en .  I t  wa s  M a r k ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t  a n d  J i m  d e s c r i be d  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  a s  t he y  

v i s i t e d  s i t e s  a t  I n k a t a  ( f o r m e r l y  W i l l u m b a h ) ,  C am b a l l i n ,  L i ve r i n g a  an d  N e r r i m a .  T he  

s i t e s ,  J i m  n o t e d ,  f o r c i b l y  r e m i n d  u s  ' o f  h o w  o f t e n  r e a l i t y  m a k e s  m o c k e r y  o f  h u m a n —

i n  t h i s  i ns t a n c e  n o n - A bo r i g i na l —e xp e c t a t i o n s  a nd  a s p i r a t i ons ' .   

J i m  s p o ke  o f  M a r k ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  e n o r m o u s  wa s t e  o f  h u m a n  e f f o r t  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  b o t h  p r i v a te  a n d  pu b l i c ,  a t  I n k a t a .  L e f t  a r e  b u i l d i n g s  f a l l en  i n t o  

d i s r e p a i r ,  ab a t t o i r ,  r o d eo  ya r d s  a n d  a  t a n k  t r a ns p o r t e d  f r o m  T a l g a r n o .  T h i s  wa s  t h e  

s i t e  o f  A g r i c o n  B o r e  N o .  1 .  T h e r e  wa s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  w a t e r  9 0 0 0  he a d  o f  s t o ck ,  

i r r i g a t e  c r o ps ,  f e e d l o t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h e a d  o f  c a t t l e  a n d  p r o du c e  e xp o r t  s o r g h u m  a nd  

m a i z e .  E ven  a s  l a t e  as  1 9 8 7  t h ey  we r e  e xp e r i m e n t i ng  w i t h  g r o w i n g  v e g e t a b l es .  

T h e r e  we r e  i r r i g a t i o n  d ra i n s ,  b a r r a ge s ,  l e v ee  b an k s  a n d  a  $2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  s to r a g e  s h e d  

b u i l t  ne a r  t h e  j e t t y  a t  B r o o m e .  T wo  c a t t l e  s a l e s  we r e  h e l d  a t  t h e  I n k a t a  ya r d s  m i d  

1 9 8 6 .  T h e  sh e d  a t  B r o om e  r e m a i n s  e m p t y ,  a n d  n o w o n l y  t h e  I n k a t a  s t o c k ya r d s  a r e  

u s e d  ( d u r i ng  t h e  a n n u a l  m u s t e r i ng  s e a s o n ) .  T h i s  wa s  t h e  1 9 8 0 s  r e s p o n s e  a nd  

r e s u l t .  

N e x t  J i m  s p o k e  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  wh e n  C a m b a l l i n  s a w t h e  N o r t h e r n  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o . ,  

w i t h  t h e  i nv o l v e me n t  o f  K i m  D u ra c k ,  c om m en c e  t h e  r i ce  g r o w i n g  v e n t u r e  t h a t  

u t i l i s e d  t h e  b e s t  L i ve r i n g a  l a m b i ng  p a d d oc k .  T h e  h i s t o ry  o f  t h a t  p ro j e c t  i s  w e l l  

d o c u m e n t e d  e l s e wh e r e .  I t  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  fo r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s  i n c l u d i ng  

p h ys i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .  

Go i ng  f u r t he r  back  i n  t i me  J i m  ou t l i n ed  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  L i v e r i n g a  s t a t i o n  a s  a  

p a s t o r a l  e n te r p r i s e .  T h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  wa s  s u c h  t h a t ,  b y  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  P e r c y  R o s e  wa s  h a v i n g  ov e r  10 0 , 0 0 0  s h eep  s h o r n .  T he  s u b s t a n t i a l  

s t o n e  h o mes t e a d  wa s  co n s t r u c t e d  i n  f i v e  m o n th s  i n  1 90 8 ;  t h e  s t o r e  ro o m  p r i o r  t o  

t h a t ;  a n d  t he  s h e a r e r s  q u a r t e r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  W or l d  W a r  I .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 92 0 s  a nd  ' 3 0s  



i t  b e c a me  e v i d en t  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  wa s  f r a g i l e  a n d  t ha t  ov e r s t o c k i ng  wa s  c a u s i n g  

d e g r a d a t i o n .  

I n  1 9 3 0 ,  2 1 - ye a r - o l d  K i m  R o s e  t o ok  o v e r  a s  m a n a g e r .  A t  t h e  b e g i nn i ng  o f  t h e  1 9 3 5  

s h e a r i ng  s ea s o n  a n  o ve r n i g h t  d o wn p o u r  o f  1 2 "  ( 3 0 0 m l s )  o f  r a i n  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  

s h e a r i ng  p r o g r a m  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  o u t s t a t i o n  o f  P a r a d i s e  w i t h  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  sh e a r i n g  s h ed  wa s  b u i l t .  W o o l  p r od u c t i o n  c o n t i n ue d  a t  L i v e r i n g a  u n t i l  t h e  

1 9 5 0 s .  

I n  c o n c l ud i n g  h i s  t a l k  J i m  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e xa m p l e s  p r ov i d e d  b y  t h e  p a s t o r a l  an d  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  L i v e r i ng a  s t a t i o n  m a ke  i t  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  c o m p r eh e n s i v e  i n -

d e p t h  r e s e a rc h  s h o u l d  p r e c e d e  an y  m a j o r  d ev e l o p m e n t  a l on g  t h e  F i t z r o y  R i v e r .  H e  

a l s o  a r g ue d  f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  " P r e c a u t i o na r y  P r i n c i p l e "  o u t l i n ed  b y  P e t e r  M  

D a v i e s  an d  S t u a r t  E  B u n n  i n  a  p a p e r  p r e se n t e d  t o  t he  A u s t r a l i an  S o c i e t y  f o r  

L i m n o l o g y  I n c .  wo r k s h o p  o n  t h e  L im n o l o g y  o f  t h e  F i t z r o y  R i ve r ,  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  

i n  F e b r ua r y  1 9 9 8 .  O n  p a g e  2 7  o f  t h e  P r o c e e d i n gs  o f  t h a t  wo r k s h o p  t h e y  s t a t e  t h a t :  

D u e  t o  t h i s  [ t h e  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  d a t a  o n  t h e  b a s i c  ec o l o g i c a l  p ro ce s s e s  o f  t h e  

F i t z r o y  R i v e r ]  .  .  .  t h e  " P r e c a u t i o na r y  P r i n c i p l e "  s h o u l d  be  i n v ok e d  wh e r e ,  i n  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  a d e qu a t e  i n f o r m a t i on ,  t h e  r i ve r  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t l y  

u n r e g u l a t e d  r e g i m e .  
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