
A growing body 
of archaeological 

work indicates th
at Aboriginal pe

ople 

arrived in Austr
alia at least 5

5,000 years ag
o and it is possi

ble 

that one of the 
first places occup

ied, given its pro
ximity to Timor

 and 

New Guinea, was the 
Kimberley area. 

Sea levels were 
probably 

about 80 metr
es below current

 levels however 
it is obvious fr

om 

paleo-bathymetri
c maps that the 

early arrivals t
raversed between 

100 

and 200 kilome
tres of open wat

er. Also obwviou
s, from the exten

sive 

and prolific rock 
art (both Gwion Gwion and Wandjina styles) t

hat 

occurs throughout 
much of the Kimberley, is tha

t significant num
bers 

of Aborigines li
ved and travelle

d throughout the
 region for thou

sands 

of years. In 
this volume M

ark Bin Bakar, an Indig
enous 

Australian, pre
sents a powerful

 paper that ar
ticulates the st

rong 

connectedness of t
he Kimberley Aborig

inal people to t
he land and the 

importance of m
aintaining that 

connection. Mike Morwood, one of 

Australia’s lead
ing archaeologists

, summarises bot
h previous and pr

esent 

archaeological wo
rk in the Kimberley and dis

cusses the migra
tion of 

modern man to 
Australia.

A new publication from the 
Kimberley Society

Edited and compiled by  

Cathie Clement, Jeffrey Gresham and Hamish McGlashan

People, Exploration     and Development

Western Australia’s Kimberley region embraces one of the world’s 
last great wilderness areas. The region has a fascinating indigenous 
and early European history. Archaeological evidence indicates that 
Aboriginal occupation of the Kimberley began between 53 000 and 
60 000 years ago. Known European exploration of the Kimberley 
coastline commenced in 1644 and land based exploration in 1837.

Containing 15 papers by different authors, this lavishly illustrated 
book is the proceedings of the Kimberley Society Kimberley  
History Seminar held at the University of Western Australia in 2010.

RRP $49.95 (Incl GST)  
10% discount for orders of 10 or more 
Kimberley Society members $35 (Incl GST)  
Postage and packaging  
$11 per copy within Australia



People, Exploration     and Development

Edited and compiled by Cathie Clement, Jeffrey Gresham and 
Hamish McGlashan.
Contributors Jeffrey Gresham, Mark Bin Bakar, Mike Morwood, 
Cathie Clement, Hamish McGlashan, Tony Quinlan, Tim Willing, 
Alison Spencer, Geoffrey Bolton, Phil Playford, Michael Cusack, 
Kevin Kenneally, Mike Donaldson, Ian Elliot, Christine Choo and 
Bill Bunbury.
This profusely illustrated, full-colour, 240 page, 240 x 170 mm, 
section sewn book with laminated soft cover represents a significant 
contribution to our knowledge of the Kimberley’s early history.
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